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_____ Monthly Record Warmth, February 21 23, 1996 





San Antonio, TX 100°F, Feb. 21 97°F, Feb. 20, 1986 
Austin, TX 99°F, Feb. 21 97°F, Feb. 20, 1986 
College Stn., TX 99°F, Feb. 21 95°F, February 1986 
Del Rio, TX 99°F, Feb. 21 not available 
San Angelo, TX 97°F, Feb. 22 95°F, Feb. 25, 1917 
Waco, TX 96°F, Feb. 21,22 95°F, February 1918 
Wichita Falls, TX 93°F, Feb. 22 92°F, Feb. 14, 1979 
Okla. City, OK 92°F, Feb. 22 90°F, Feb. 1, 1911, 
Feb. 28, 1904 





Tulsa, OK 90°F, Feb. 22 90°F, Feb. 1, 1911 
Fayetteville, AR 87°F, Feb. 22 not available 
Wichita, KS 87°F, Feb. 22 84°F, Feb. 9, 1976 
Knoxville, TN 83°F, Feb. 23 83°F, Feb. 26, 1977 
Birmingham, AL _ 83°F, Feb. 23 83°F, Feb. 13, 1962 
Lexington, KY 80°F, Feb. 23 76°F, Feb. 15, 1945, 
Feb. 26, 1944 
74°F, Feb. 19, 1994, 
Feb. 23, 1982 


Jackson, KY 79°F, Feb. 23 





(Continued from front cover) 

Michigan, Marquette (-21°F) also noted a daily-record low. Meanwhile, 
a vast area of warmth over western North America shifted 
southeastward, resulting in weekly temperature departures of +10°F or 
more throughout the Plains. On Sunday, record warmth stretched as far 
north as Alaska, where Kodiak registered 49°F. By February 21, 
however, temperatures plunged below -40°F in interior Alaska, where 
Fairbanks' low of -44°F represented a 3-day drop of 74°F. 


Rainfall quickly developed and expanded across the East on Monday, 
boosting weekly totals above 2 inches in locations such as Panama City, 
FL and Portland, ME. Severe weather, including a half-dozen tornadoes 
in Mississippi, raked the South on Monday. Meanwhile, very heavy rain 
drenched the West Coast, causing localized flooding. In southern 
California's San Gabriel Mountains, 72-hour (February 19-22) rainfall 
totaled 13.77 inches atop Mt. Wilson and 8.65 inches in Wrightwood. 
At the L.A. Civic Center, 3.44 inches fell on February 20-21. In 
California's Sierra Nevada foothills, Blue Canyon received 9.07 inches 
during the week, including a 19-inch snow accumulation as temperatures 
fell. At higher elevations, the Sierra Nevada snowpack approached 
normal for this time of year, having rebounded from about one-third of 
normal in early January. 


Farther north, nearly 2 inches of rain pelted Portland, OR, boosting their 
monthly total to a February-record 10.03 inches. As colder weather 
arrived, snow accumulated in Medford, OR (0.9 inches on February 20- 
21) for the first time this winter. Toward week's end, snow fell at sea-level 
in western Washington, where Seattle measured a half-inch on February 
23-24. East of the Washington Cascades, a 1- to 3-inch snowfall helped 
to protect winter wheat from colder weather and late-week winds that 
gusted to SS mph in Hanford. In western Montana, snowfall on 
February 23-24 totaled 13.2 inches at Butte. 


The Nation's first 100-degree reading of the year occurred on Tuesday in 
McAllen, TX. A day later, the heat wave peaked across southern and 
eastern Texas, resulting in a high of 100°F in San Antonio, their earliest 
triple-digit heat (formerly March 6, 1991). February-record highs reached 
99°F in College Station and Austin, shattering marks set in 1986. On 
Thursday, the heat edged northward, breaking February records in 
Okiahoma City, OK (92°F) and Wichita, KS (87°F). In addition to the 
heat, southwesterly winds on Thursday gusted to 48 mph in Lubbock, TX 
and 30 mph in Wichita. Furthermore, measurable rain has not yet fallen 
this year in parts of southern Texas, where San Antonio's 56-day dry 
spell (through February 24) ranked as their second longest on record. 
According to media accounts, wildfires during 1996 have charred nearly 
300 square miles of rangeland and forest in the South-Central States. At 
week's end, a buming ban continued across Texas, while a fire emergency 
was placed into effect in Oklahoma. 


Acold front traversed the central and southern Plains on Friday, gener- 
ating gusty northwesterly winds. Peak winds were clocked at 41 mph at 
both Lubbock and Wichita. Winds reversed again at week's end across 
primary hard red winter wheat areas, becoming southerly and gusting at 30 
to50 mph in advance of a developing storm over the West. Meanwhile, 
warmth spread into the Southeast. On February 23, highs of 83°F in 
Knoxville, TN and Birmingham, AL tied monthly records. Farther 
north, a low-pressure system spread late-week rain showers through the 
Northeast. On the storm's southern edge, westerly winds on Saturday 
howled at 53 mph in Buffalo, NY and 54 mph in Wilmington, DE. 





GOES-9 IR 
February 21, 1996, 20:30 UTC 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


FEB 18 - 24, 1996 
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Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 24, 1996 


RELATIVE |NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY, 
PERCENT | TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 











MINIMUM 


GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
90 AND ABOVE 


MINIMUM 

32 AND BELOW 
.01 INCH 

OR MORE 


.50 INCH 
OR MORE 
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Based on 1961-90 normals. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 24, 1996 





RELATIVE |NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY, 


PERCENT § TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 
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TOTAL, IN. 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
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MINIMUM 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
.01 INCH 
OR MORE 


.50 INCH 
OR MORE 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 24, 1996 





RELATIVE |NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY, 


PERCENT § TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 








WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Dec 1 
TOTAL, IN., 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
OR MORE 
.50 INCH 
OR MORE 
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Based on 1961-90 normals. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 








FSU-WESTERN: Unseasonably warm weather spread over Ukraine 
and Russia, providing favorable overwintering conditions for winter 
grains but melting some protective snow cover. 


EUROPE: Wintry weather prevailed over winter crops in parts of 
western and northern Europe. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Light rain maintained favorable 
moisture conditions for winter grains in Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Early-week warmer, drier weather favored filling 
corn and sugarcane, but unwelcomed rain returned to the northern corn 
belt on the 23rd. 


niente 


AUSTRALIA: Dry weather dominated the main summer crop and 
pasture areas, but beneficial rain was scattered throughout coastal 
sugarcane. 


EASTERN ASIA: Cold weather extended throughout China, slowing 
winter grain greening. 

SOUTHEAST ASIA: In northern Thailand, unseasonable rain 
hampered rice and sugarcane fieldwork, but boosted reservoir levels. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Widespread rain brought relief to reproductive 
soybeans in Argentina. In southern Brazil, showers continued to benefit 
immature soybeans, but slowed early harvesting. 














Unseasonably warm weather covered Russia and Ukraine, providing 
favorable overwintering conditions for winter grains. Weekly 
temperatures, averaging 2 to 8 degrees Celsius (C) above normal, 
melted some protective snow cover, especially in southern Ukraine and 
North Caucasus, Russia, where daytime highs rose well above freezing. 
Widespread rain and snow (10-39 mm) fell in Ukraine, northwestern 
Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics, boosting winter moisture 
accumulations. Elsewhere, dry weather prevailed over eastern winter 
grain areas in Russia (Volga Valley and North Caucasus). 


Total Precipitation (mm) -\ Fs 
FEB. 18 - 24, 1996 ¥ 


i #2(i// © 


Wintry weather covered parts of western and northern Europe, where 
snow fell over most winter grain areas. Weekly temperatures averaged 
2 to 5 degrees C below normal over England, France, the Benelux 
countries, northern Spain, and Germany, keeping winter grains 
dormant. Snow cover was widespread over western and northern 
Europe, providing a protective blanket for overwintering crops. 
Farther south, welcomed drier weather prevailed over Portugal and 
southern Spain, following the heavy rainfall of previous weeks. Wet 
weather (15-50 mm, with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) covered 
Italy, former Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria, boosting moisture reserves. 
Light precipitation (around 10 mm) and near-normal temperatures 
favored dormant winter grains in Slovakia, Hungary, and Romania. 
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NORTHWEST AFRICA Total Precipitation (mm) 


FEB 18 - 24, 1996 


























vered winter grain areas in Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia, maintaining favorable moisture conditions for 
crop development. Precipitation amounts ranged from 7 to 18 mm in 
Morocco, 14 to 36 mm in Algeria, and 8 to 42 mm in Tunisia. Below- 
normal temperatures over northern Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia 
slowed crop growth. Typically, winter grains over the region enter the 
highly weather-sensitive heading stage in March, when moisture 
conditions become most critical in determining crop prospects. 




















EASTERN ASIA 
Total Precipitation (mm) 
FEB 18 - 24, 1996 


In northern Thailand, unseasonable rain (20-40 mm, with isolated 
amounts greater than 75 mm) hampered rice transplanting and 
sugarcane fieldwork, but increased reservoir levels. Typically, at this 
time of year weekly rainfall amounts average than less than 5 mm 
across that region. Southern Thailand received lighter amounts of 5 to 
20 mm, which is not as unusual. Moderate to heavy showers (50-150 
mm) fell across north-central Vietnam, boosting irrigation supplies for 
winter-spring rice. Mostly light showers (less than 25 mm) fell across 
the Philippines. Widespread showers (50-100 mm) covered Java, 
keeping irrigation supplies adequate for main-season rice. 














greening across the North China Plain and the Yangtze Valley. 
Temperatures averaged 3 to 4 degrees C below normal across the 
North China Plain and 6 to 9 degrees C below normal across the 
Yangtze Valley and southern China. Freezing temperatures reached as 
far south as northern Guangdong and Guangxi, but failed to reach the 
major sugarcane regions. Widespread rain (10-40 mm) covered 
southern China, boosting reservoir levels. 
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Dry weather covered eastern Australia's main summer crop and 


pasture areas for the second week. Sorghum and cotton was 
reproductive to filling. Moderate to heavy showers (10-50 mm) were 
scattered along the coast, benefiting sugarcane. Australia's main 
summer crop areas are in the midst of a drying trend that began in 
early January. While the dryness was initially beneficial, more rain 
is needed for rainfed crops and irrigation supplies, especially in 
western and northern summer crop areas. Highs ranged from the mid 
30's to low 40's C, increasing evapotranspiration rates and evaporative 
losses. Dry, warm weather also persisted in pasture areas of Western 
Australia and the southeast. In New Zealand, moderate to heavy rain 
(25-50 mm or more) covered pastures in central North Island and 
northwestern South Island. 














SOUTH AMERICA 
Total Precipitation (mm) 
FEB 18 - 24, 1996 


bringing some relief to areas hard hit by last week's inundating rain. 
Through the 22nd, rainfall was patchy and light (10 mm or less) in 
most corn and sugarcane areas, and highs from the mid 20's to low 
30's C aided the drying process. On the 23rd, moderate showers (25- 
50 mm or more) moved into the northern half of the corn belt, 
including saturated locations in the east. The heaviest rain missed 
Orange Free State and the southern coast of Kawzulu-Natal, where 
weekly rainfall totaled 15 mm or less. Cooler weather accompanied 
the rain, with highs generally in the low to mid 20's C for the 
remainder of the week. Corn was filling across the region, and needs 
warmer and drier weather the next few weeks for normal 
development. 








much needed relief to reproductive soybeans and immature corn. The 
rain was especially beneficial since temperatures averaged 2 to 3 
degrees C above normal. In northern Argentina and southern 
Paraguay, moderate rain (20-50 mm, with isolated amounts greater 75 
mm) slowed early cotton harvesting. In southern Brazil, variable rain 
(5-65 mm) aided filling soybeans across Rio Grande do Sul and 
Parana. Farther north, in Mato Grosso and Goias, moderate showers 
(25-75 mm) slowed early soybean harvesting. Temperatures averaged 
1 to 2 degrees C above normal across southern Brazil. 
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